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PRINCIPAL UPDATE
Mrs Penny Ellis

Welcome back to the wonderful Magpie Primary School Community as we begin 2021. It has been a
wonderful start for our students, with exceptional attendance from our students and lots of great
learning already occurring. I have loved being a part of the start of school, and look forward to all the
wonderful things ahead this year.
This year, we have a number of new students and families beginning with as at Magpie. I would like to
take the opportunity to welcome; Keith, Toby, Alaric, Mackenzie, Hunter, Lucas, Lily, Tannah, Archer, Ciara
Addisyn and Jordyn. We look forward to having you as part of our community, and sharing many great
Magpie experiences with you.
We had no staffing changes over the holiday period. As you may be aware, Mrs. Woolfe taking Family
Leave at the end of Term One, we will be advertising for a replacement teacher later in the term. We are
also going through the process of appointing a Chaplain to work in a Wellbeing role at our school.
With a full calendar already this term, we look forward to a range of opportunities for our students and
their families over the coming months.
Early next week information will be sent out regarding parent nominations for School Council. I encourage
all interested parents/carers to nominate for the positions. School Council is a great opportunity for
families to be involved in the policy and governance of Magpie Primary School.
Lastly, we have moved the date of our Curriculum Day in order to be able to accommodate the presenter
we have coming to work with staff. Following approval from School Council next week, our Curriculum
Day for Term One will be held on Monday the 1st of March.
As always, please get in contact if you have any questions or concerns.
Penny Ellis
Principal

Prep/One
The Grade Preps/Ones have had a very busy week.
Some of us enjoyed our first day of school ever!
We have been learning about the sea and our letter
of the week was S. We built sandcastles in the
sunshine to help us remember the letter S.

☀

One/Two

In grade one/two we have been learning about what a community is and who
is part of a community.
We have also been learning about respect and empathy to help us become
great members of our school community.
We have been learning and refreshing our knowledge of simple addition and
subtraction strategies.
In art we are learning about Australian contemporary artist Pete Cromer. We
will be exploring water colour and collage techniques.
Grade 1/2 have had an amazing start to the school year, demonstrating great
maturity and a desire to learn.

Two/Three
It’s lovely to see students in the 2/3 room settling into our daily routine
really well.
We are practicing good hand hygiene before coming into class and getting
to know each other well. Students have produced their self portraits and
completed a puzzle piece All About Me. Our gold star is a wonderful visual
reminder for all students to work on their behaviour inside the classroom
as well as in the school yard and is encouraging them to make good choices.
Students are loving listening to our class book Roald Dahl’s Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory.
We are also lucky to have Bess with us for the next several weeks. Bess is
studying teaching and completing a placement here at Magpie.
We are so happy to be back in the classroom and are looking forward to a
positive and productive year ahead.
Miss L and Miss Stef

Four/Five
The Grade 4/5 class has had an amazing start to the 2021 year.
Next week home reading will begin and we encourage all parents to take an active
role with their child/ren home reading. This week in the classroom we completed an
Interactive Read Aloud called ‘The Promise.’ The text required students to identify
themes that reflected human challenges and social issues (eg: self and self-esteem,
survival and Poverty.) Students were also required to explain how messages from the
story can be applied to real-life situations.
In maths we are focussing on Measurement and Geometry with students further
developing their skills in converting between different measurement units. Students
also further developed their understanding and mathematical strategies in learning
how to use the ‘Guess & Check’ strategy in Problem Solving.
If parents wish to contact me re any matter, please feel free to email me on
timothy.beacham@education.vic.gov.au or please feel free to contact the school to
arrange an online or in person meeting. These meeting will need to occur on either a
Monday, Thursday or Friday as I have meetings on the other days.
Well done grade 4/5 on a super start to what will be an amazing year.
Mr B & Mrs Rach!

Six
The grade 6’s have had a fantastic start to the year. This
week we focused on getting the classroom setup for the year
ahead. We spent time developing our classroom norms and
expectations to ensure that everyone is included and
supported both socially and academically. We also completed
some challenging tasks to help develop a growth mindset and
remove the impact of negative thoughts. We are all looking
forward to a fantastic year.

AUSLAN Sign of the Week
Finish:
Tilt fist, with thumb raised and pointing
upwards, from side to side.

Thank you:
Move flat hand, fingers upwards and palm
towards you, from chin, forward in a slight
arc.

Breakfast Club
A reminder that Breakfast Club runs each Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday from 8.15am in the Multi.
If any community members are able to volunteer for Breakfast
Club, please contact Penny.
On Monday and Friday, the yard is not supervised until 8.45am. We
therefore request children are not dropped off before this time
unless an arrangement is made with the school.

Calendar

