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PRINCIPAL UPDATE
Mrs Penny Ellis

Hello Magpie Primary School Community,
Welcome back to Term 2! Although the Term started off cold, it’s been great to see
the sun shining again this week!
At the end of last Term, we awarded students who had the highest attendance in
each year level Congratulations to Alaric (Prep), Addison (One), Ethan K (Two), Rashell
(three), Callan (Four), Will R (Five and Charles (Six).
It’s been a busy start to the term, with lots of great things happening! I would like
to thank members of School Council for organising and running the BBQ last Friday
afternoon. It was lovely to welcome all of our families having been apart for so long.
We look forward to more community events later in the year.
Senior Sports as part of the Wathaurong District began today, with students enjoying
themselves and representing Magpie Primary School in a positive manner. Next week
we have the next level of Athletics. We wish all of our school representatives all the
best! Please contact Mr Beacham if you are able to help out.
NAPLAN is fast approaching and is occurring between the 11th and 13th of May. All
students in Grade 3 and 5 will be completing NAPLAN unless an alternate
arrangement is made. NAPLAN provides us, and the Education Department, with
valuable information regarding student progress. We also use the data to identify
next steps for our teaching and learning programs, and to review what we have
been doing. Please contact me should you have any questions or concerns in relation
to NAPLAN.
As mentioned on Compass, we have had some staffing changes. I would like to
welcome Holly Quinlan (Auslan and Grade 4/5), Hannah Bowen (Grade 6 and Tutoring)
and Karen Davidson (Education Support) to the Magpie Primary School team. All 3
new members of staff are wonderful additions to the Magpie Primary School
community.
As always, please contact me should you have any questions or concerns.
Thanks,
Penny

Key Dates
5th May – Evacuation Drill
7th May – Athletics (select students
only)
11th – 13th May – NAPLAN (Grade 3 and
5)
12th May – School Council
14th May – Senior Sports
21st May – Senior Sports
24th – 28th May – Contact Home Week
28th May – Senior Sports
4th June – Report Writing Day (Student
Free Day)
14th June – Queens Birthday Public
Holiday (no school)
16th June – School Council
24th June – Last Day of Term 2 Classes,
Assembly, Parent Teacher Interviews
(4pm – 6pm)
25th June – Parent Teacher Interviews
(students only attend with parents for
their interview)
12th July – First Day of Term 3

Prep/One
The preps/1 have been busy learning all about the days of the week and
months of the year. They have also been learning the time am and pm a little
too. The preps/1 learnt the c/k sound this week with Mrs E. They made carrot
craft activities and even made some yummy carrot juice.
The children also enjoyed a special visitor this week, miss Penny’s puppy Stella.
Stella came to visit the prep/1 in their class which they were very excited about.

One/Two
The grade 1/2s have been reading about friendships and
how to be kind to each other.
In maths we have been learning about 2 digit additions and
subtractions using MAB.
We were also very lucky enough to meet Ms Penny's new
puppy called Stella.

Two/Three
What a fabulous start to term 2!
We have loved learning about ANZAC Day, reading stories, making lanterns, creating
special ANZAC soldier art works and painting poppies during art while exploring the
use of cool and warm colours.
The students have explored autumn leaf rubbing and we have produced a lovely
autumn display in our room with their art work.
During maths we have learnt about weight and measurement and had fun
measuring different objects in our room and making observations about how much
our drink bottles and other everyday items hold and weigh.
During literary, we have been talking about and reading stories about letter writing.
The students are enjoying writing letters to a special person of their choice.
It’s wonderful to see the 2/3’s so engaged in this task.
We are looking forward to a busy and productive term.

Four/Five
Students in the grade 4/5 room have been engaged with our Interactive Read Aloud ‘Be
Water, My Friend: The Early Years of Bruce Lee.’
The text had students thinking about the following:
· What types of characteristics do they want to see in a person?
· What is the purpose of martial arts?
· What does the author want you to remember about Bruce Lee?
Some key messages that came out of the text were:
· Successful people have many sides, some which are surprising. True strength means
avoiding unnecessary violence.
· People can misuse their power
· Education is important and it is never too late to keep learning
· Understanding problems that occur each day eg: being torn between friendships/moral
beliefs and making dramatic changes in behaviour. Students then thought about how this
may relate to their own life.
In maths we have been looking at fractions and in particular learning about vocabulary
associated with fractions eg: numerator, denominator, equivalent fraction, vinculum, factors
and simplest forms of factors. Ask your children to explain this language to you.
For ANZAC Day we had students do some fabulous writing about ‘What ANZAC Day’ means
to them. We also held a Kahoots Quiz Championship with questions associated with ANZAC
Day with the following students coming in the top 3:
1st – Patrick
2nd – Tyler
3rd – Callan
Well done to all students on a great fortnight of learning in the grade 4/5 room.
Parents, please remember if at any time you want to contact me about your child, I am
happy for you to call me at the school or drop me an email at
timothy.beacham@education.vic.gov.au
Have a great weekend,
Mr B & Mrs Rach!

Six
The arrival of the Grade 6 jumpers have bought big smiles into our classroom this
week!
We also had another delivery to our room... a new Picasso Cow! The seniors will be
working with the grade 1/2 class to learn about healthy bodies and design then paint
our new cow.
We will also be touching up the old cow and finding a nice little spot for them to live
together on display!
This is a great initiative from Dairy Australia.
This week we wrote Haiku poetry, please enjoy reading some of our work below.

ANZAC DAY

Breakfast Club
A reminder that Breakfast Club is running
each morning from 8.15am.
Students are not to be dropped off prior
to 8.15am.
If you are able to volunteer at Breakfast
Club, please let the school know.

COVID-19
Public Health advice is still in place regarding
Covid-19.
If your child has cold/flu like symptoms, they
are not to attend school until they receive a
negative Covid-19 test, symptoms are cleared
or you have a doctor’s note.
This is in line with DHHS regulations.
If your child has a runny nose/sore
throat/cough etc. they will be sent home.

Mother’s Day

