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PRINCIPAL UPDATE
Hello families of Magpie!
Here we are at the end of another busy term! Well done to our students, families
and staff on all the wonderful things that have been achieved this term.
We have seen students take part in cooking, sporting events, ANZAC Day and
Reconciliation Week activities, Learning from Home and of course Literacy,
Numeracy, Science, Auslan, PE, Science and Specialists. A video showcasing some of
this will be posted on Compass and Facebook!
This week, students in Grade 4 – 6 completed the Attitudes to School Survey. This
Survey provides students with a range of questions regarding what it is like to
attend Magpie Primary School. The preliminary results for the Survey are
promising, with the percentage of students responding positively increasing in
every question except one! This data will be shared with students, teachers and
School Council to assist us in ensuring we are providing a positive environment for
all students.
Student Reports have been uploaded to Compass – please take some time to read
your child’s report with them. If you have any questions or concerns, please
contact your child’s teacher.
As a school, we have also been looking at our Attendance Date which has been
highlighted by the Department of Education as very concerning. Early next term,
we will be organising meetings with families of students with poor attendance to
see how we can support your children in coming to school regularly. These
meetings will be future focussed and aim to support children in coming to school.
Next term, we will be aiming to ensure all students are reading each night.
Everyone will be provided with a Reading Diary on the first day of Term Three.
Any student who hasn’t done their reader, will spend 15 minutes of recess taking
part in Buddy Reading. This will support students in ensuring they get their
reading done. Breakfast Club will have a reading space for students to do their
reading also. A flyer about how to help your children read will be shared early
next Term.
Wishing everyone a safe and happy holiday break.
Penny

Key Dates
Thursday 24th June – Last Day of Term
2, Parent Teacher Interviews 3.30pm –
5.30pm
Friday 25th June – Parent Teacher
Interviews – 9.00am – 12.30pm
(students only attend for their interview)
Sunday 4th July – NAIDOC Week Begins
Term 3:
Monday 12th July – First day of Term 3
Monday 26th July – School Photos
Wednesday 28th July – School Council
Wednesday 4th August - National
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Children's Day
Monday 16th August – Curriculum Day
Wednesday 1st September – Friday 3rd
September – Grade 4 to 6 Camp to Pax
Hill in Ballarat (TBC)
Friday 3rd September – Whole School
Day at Pax Hill in Ballarat (TBC)

Prep/One
The prep/ones have had a great end to this semester.
We have finally finished our information writing about zoo
animals and we are working hard on subtraction and addition
concepts.
We had a lovely afternoon last Tuesday, reading and playing on
the billy carts with the Senior students.

One/Two
Literacy we have been reading memory stories. Some of the stories we have read were the memories
of the author, some were the memories of their families. The students will be bringing home a
journal to write in after they have heard some memory stories from their family, for example, today
we read a story that the author’s mother told her about a special event at school.
In Numeracy we have continued with our learning about money and completed some pre-assessment
in preparation for next term. Our first topic back will be Multiplication and Division. We will be
continuing with the rote learning that we are all familiar with from our days at school. We will also
be exploring the relationship between Multiplication and Division, as students who only learn rote
really struggle with this connection.
We will also have a focus on Indigenous Literature and Art as NAIDOC week is during the school
holidays.

Two/Three
At the end of a busy and at times uncertain term, we are very
happy to reflect on some great learning from the students.
The students enjoyed making fabulous masks during drama and as
part of learning about procedural texts the students have planted
various seedlings. We have put them into the garden bed near our
room and hopefully after the holidays we will see some healthy
seedlings.
We wish our 2/3 students and their families and carers a lovely and
safe term break, and we look forward to seeing you back at school
in term 3!

Four/Five
Wow! What an action packed 6 months that we have had in the grade 4/5 room. It has
been an absolute pleasure working with your children to assist them to become the best
learners that they can be. It was great catching up with you all this week to discuss
your child’s learning. Remember, my door is always open if you need to talk to me.
This semester we have had a big focus on developing students resilience and persistence
with their work. It has been great to see the growth in this area which has reflected in
their academic results.
In reading, we will continue to develop our reading comprehension skills through our
Guided Reading Program. Our first Comprehension Strategy that we will be focussing on
will be Prediction.
In writing, our initial focus will be around incorporating Figurative Language into their
writing to make it more interesting, this will include: Alliteration, Hyperbole, Idiom,
Metaphor, Onomatopoeia, Oxymoron, Personification and Simile. So we look forward to
cracking the whip, having students soar like and eagle with their writing and being like
a pig in mud at the end of this unit of writing.
Next term in maths, we will continue to focus on money and area and further developing
students problem solving skills, fluency and reasoning. At times, maths can be like two
rough pebbles grinding together, but we do know that there is a pot of gold at the end
of the rainbow.
Any conversations around the above units of work over the holidays that we will be
moving into would be greatly appreciated. So from Mrs Rach and I, we are now running
to the hills until the cows come home! See you all in 2 weeks.

Six
The Grade Six class have had a busy finish to the term, finishing up their literacy unit
on perseverance, and working on Maths revision. Some of the students have worked
hard to finish painting the class cow too!
The Grade Six class recently spent an afternoon with the Prep/One class, reading
stories to the Prep/Ones as well as playing with the Billy-Karts. All the students had a
wonderful time, and there was a lot of laughter and squealing to be heard from the
oval as they roared around in the Billy-Karts!
In the Community Shed it was lovely and quiet as each senior/junior buddy group
found a comfortable place to sit and read together.
Not only did the Grade Six students get to practice their reading & speaking skills, but
they were admirable leaders for the Prep/One class, and they did a great job both
reading and being Billy-Kart drivers. We are looking forward to spending more time
with the Prep/Ones next term!

Auslan
In Auslan this week all of the classes learnt how to sign
‘Winter is freezing in Ballarat’ and finished off activities
from throughout the term in their workbooks.
We also watched some stories being read online with
Auslan signing

Home Reading
- All students will be provided with a Reading Diary on the first day of
Term 3
- Reading Club will run each day at Recess for students who haven’t
completed their reading
- Information will be sent home next term regarding helping your child
with their reading

Attendance
Did you know that 80% attendance means that children are missing on
average, one day per week? Even though 80% sounds not too bad, it means
that children are missing 20% of their learning.
Please ensure children come to school! We know that with Public Health
Advice this can be difficult with coughs and colds, however, whenever
healthy – please ensure children are at school!

School photos

Breakfast Club
A reminder that Breakfast Club is running
each morning from 8.15am.
Students are not to be dropped off prior
to 8.15am.
If you are able to volunteer at Breakfast
Club, please let the school know.

COVID-19
Public Health advice is still in place regarding
Covid-19.
If your child has cold/flu like symptoms, they
are not to attend school until they receive a
negative Covid-19 test, symptoms are cleared
or you have a doctor’s note.
This is in line with DHHS regulations.
If your child has a runny nose/sore
throat/cough etc. they will be sent home.

