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FAX: 03 5335 9425
Web: www.magpieps.vic.edu.au
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PRINCIPAL UPDATE
Hello parents and carers,
Welcome back to Term 2! I trust that everyone had some time over the
holidays to relax and spend some time together.
This term we have quite a lot going on, it will be important for all to keep upto-date using Compass and the newsletter. It is going to be busy and lots of
fun!
I am very excited to announce that Breakfast Club is now running 5 days a
week, with thanks to our amazing, greatly dedicated staff here at Magpie
PS who volunteer their time to run this fabulous opportunity for our
students. Please understand that if students are here prior to 8:45am they
are expected to be inside the multi for Breakfast Club. Breakfast Club
begins at 8:15am.
Update on COVID restrictions: it is exciting as we move forward in the
easing of restrictions. Masks are no longer required in any school setting
(only when travelling on public transport to/from excursions). There is no
more QR code scanning or any need to show vaccination status when
attending the school. We have welcomed parents back on site for
assemblies and look forward to doing more community activities.
Election Day May 21st: Magpie PS is open for voting on Saturday May 21st
this year and we are running a sausage sizzle and cake stall to raise money
for the school. I would be greatly appreciative of anyone who can either
donate some products to the cake stall or some time to assist in running the
stalls. Please see the Compass post for more information or contact me via
the office. Please also share the information around – we want lots of
people to come by to vote and support our school while they’re here!
I am looking forward to a fun-filled term. As always, if you have any
questions – please contact me via the office.
Enjoy the weekend,

mrs carly middleton

Magpie Primary School acknowledges the
Traditional Custodians of the lands on
which we live, work, learn and play.

Key Dates
May 6th
Wathaurong Winter Sports 3-6
Mothers Day Stall
May 9th
AFL After School Program
Wathaurong Athletics
May 11th - 13th
Grade 3-6 Camp
May 16th
AFL After School Program
May 19th
Incursion P-2 Dinosaurs,
Traces of the Past
May 20th
Wathaurong Winter Sports 3-6
May 21st
Election Day
May 23rd
AFL After School Program
May 27th
Whole School Excursion: The
Selfish Giant at the Arts
Centre Melbourne

road safety
Safety in the Carpark
I would like to once more remind our families that the biggest priority is student safety.
Please respect the road rules and be careful when driving around our school.
All roads surrounding our school are limited to 40 kph. Local police units and
Highway Patrol have been contacted and will be monitoring the traffic around our
school.
Remember our children learn by what we model. Please ensure everyone is
continuing to cross only at the crossing – for safety, do not allow children to cross
at the street entrance to the car park or from between cars.
When parking around our school, please follow all rules, including the angled
parking on the street.
Angle parking
If a parking sign shows that you need to park on an angle, you must park your car on
the angle shown on the sign or in the marked spaces.
If there isn't an angle shown on the sign, and no marked spaces, you must park at a 45
degree angle.
If you park at an angle other than 90° (e.g. 45°), you must position your car with its
rear nearest to the centre of the road (unless a sign says otherwise).
For more information, please go to: https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-roadrules/road-rules/a-to-z-of-road-rules/parking

KEY FOCUS: respect
Although Respect is not directly from our 5 Keys in our values, it is deeply connected
into all values for our school. Respect is extremely important in all areas of our lives.
'Respect' means treating everyone and everything with care. The golden rule is to
treat others the way you would like to be treated. Students should show respect for
everyone, including classmates, parents and teachers. This can be shown in many
ways – how they speak to others, how they behave towards others and how they look
after their own belongings and the personal belongings of others. Students also need
to know how to respect themselves.
When we respect others we show them that we care about them. We can do this by
treating everyone with kindness. If students respect others, their parents, teachers and
friends will respect them. This helps to make our school a happy place to be.
Talk to your child about the following ideas:
No-one is the same.
Everyone is special and should be treated with respect.
Think about all the ways that families and classmates are different.
Being different makes school interesting.
The best way to help children develop good manners is through teaching and
modelling. Gradually explain to children what they should say and do in social
situations and model the behaviours you want children to learn.
Children need to see adults use common courtesy when they interact with each other
and with them to develop their own awareness around how to respect and be
respected.

Prep
We are learning all about insects this term.
The students have enjoyed listening to stories about bugs and
insects.
We also tried eating bugs after we read ‘Bugs for Lunch.’ many
students enjoyed the cricket chips and fried mealworms.
In maths, we have been looking at insect legs and practising
counting and adding.

One/Two
In the Grade 1/2 classroom this term we have been learning about living and nonliving
things. We have learnt about plants and what they need to survive. We have planted
hyacinth bulbs and peas to watch how they grow.
Fingers crossed we see some sprouting soon!
We have been reading about animals this week and they are all by the same author but
different illustrators. We are learning how to write information reports with all the new
information we are learning from our read-alouds.
In maths we are practising our numbers and problem solving skills.
Look at the squares below and think about which one doesn’t belong and why.

Two/Three
In the 2/3 class we have jumped back into our learning after the holidays. Grace, our
PST, has finished up and we thank her for her time and energy. The 2/3 students
loved having her with us. This week we have started our learning on animals, life
cycles and habitats. We started by learning about the important features of
diagrams, and about ants and their habitats. The students then created and labelled
models of ants out of Duplo.

Next week the Grade 3 students start their NAPLAN tests. In class we have been
talking about how these tests don't measure how funny they are, how kind they are,
what great friends they are, how much they know about their favourite subjects, and
all of the wonderful things that make them who they are. Please emphasise these
conversations at home! NAPLAN is simply one of many tools that teachers and
schools use to see how our students are going, and where they need to go next in
their learning. The Grade 3s also have camp next week - the schedule is absolutely
jam-packed, and they are going to have a wonderful time. Prepare yourself for one
very tired child next Friday!
Ms Hannah and Ms Mia

THREE/Four
We’ve had a busy start to the term in 3/4! It’s been wonderful to see the
students back and to hear the exciting things they did on the holidays.
We’ve been working on some NAPLAN preparation in our reading sessions
to develop our confidence and reading comprehension. In maths we are
starting to explore challenging tasks which make us think. The students
have been blowing me away with their efforts!
On Friday we went to Warrenheip Primary School with the 5/6s to play
winter sports with other local schools. All MPS students tried their best and
many tried sports they haven’t played before, showing both courage and
resilience. Wathaurong Winter Sports will continue for a further 3 sessions
and is a fantastic opportunity to meet new people and learn new skills.
Our Grade 3 students will begin NAPLAN next week. Some of us are still a
bit worried about the tests, but we’re trying to remember that all we must do
is try our best and the teachers and our parents will be proud of us.
Also upcoming is the DOXA camp! The students are very excited and are
looking forward to their trip to Melbourne. The itinerary looks packed with a
lot of fun activities; it is going to be an amazing experience. Have fun Grade
3s and 4s!! (also the 5s and 6s)
Ms Doherty, Mrs Donald and Mrs Stef

FIVE/Six
What a marvellous start it’s been to Term 2. I’ve loved every moment of getting to know
all of the creative, quirky and astounding students in the 5/6 classroom! I can’t thank my
wondrous class enough for welcoming me with both open hearts and minds while
embracing my “Weird is Wonderful” outlook!
In Reading this fortnight we’ve been focussing on selecting independent reading books
that are ‘Just Right’ for us, with a focus on identifying the purpose of reading (to
entertain, to inform, to persuade etc.). Our reading strategy focus has been summarising,
with the purpose of recalling and carrying information forwards.
In Writing we are exploring Persuasive Text with the current focus on choosing a
statement of position, forming arguments and correctly structuring text to meet our genre.
We have LOVED forming opinions on topics and learning how to put forward our ideas
while debating with each other. We continue working on our class chosen persuasive
topic with the intent to trial our skills of persuasion on Mrs. Middleton later this term!
On Fridays for four weeks we are participating in Winter Sports within our Wathaurong
district. We had our first session last Friday where we joined other schools to participate
in a range of sports from football to hockey and beyond. It was such an exciting day
where we embraced the opportunity to meet students from other schools and trial both
familiar and new games with the emphasis on teamwork, perseverance and zest!
We can’t wait for the weeks ahead in what will continue to be an exhilarating and
wondrous Term 2 with many events and opportunities that are certain to make this year
an unforgettable one!
Ms. Brooke & Ms Rach

2022 Birthdays
Happy Birthday to all staff and students who are
celebrating their birthdays!
We hope you have a very special day.

9th Grace
9th Mrs Doherty
10th alarah
16th william
16th Mr B
17th Mrs Middleton

Playgroup
Come along to our playgroup!

When: every tuesday 9:30
Where: Magpie Community Shed
Who: all welcome with children under 5
The City of Ballarat will be running a free Supported Playgroup program at Magpie Primary School
(in the former Art shed)
Smalltalk Supported Playgroups are run by a professional facilitator who implements a fun and
engaging weekly playgroup session during school term.
This program is also a great way to link with other activities and services such as libraries, Maternal
and Child Health, community playgroups and/or kindergartens.
We’d love to hear from local families with children aged 0-5 looking to make new friends, craft and
play in a relaxed and safe environment.
Please feel free to contact the supported playgroup team on 5320 5720
Ashlea Pearson - Supported Playgroup Facilitator
M: 0408 955 126 - www.ballarat.vic.gov.au

online safety
How well do you know what your child is doing online?
These question cards are designed to be used in a family or education setting to
start everyday conversations about online safety. Use them together with
information at eSafety kids, and empower kids to take control of their online
experiences.
Tip: Use the questions as ice-breakers or as conversation starters during meal
time.

SCHOOL CALENDAR
TERM 2
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

25 APR

26 APR

27 APR

28 APR

ANZAC DAY

STUDENTS
RETURN TO
SCHOOL

2 MAY

3 MAY

AFL After School

SAKG Cooking 5/6

Friday
29 APR
Assembly

4 MAY

5 MAY

6 MAY

DRUMBEAT

Newsletter
CAST

Wathaurong Winter
Sports

9 MAY

10 MAY

Wathaurong Athletics
AFL After School

NAPLAN
SAKG Garden Day

11 MAY
Gr 3-6 CAMP Melbourne

16 MAY

17 MAY
Playgroup 9:30
SAKG Cooking 1/2
NAPLAN

NAPLAN

AFL After School

23 MAY

24 MAY

25 MAY

AFL After School

Playgroup 9:30
SAKG Cooking 3/4

NAPLAN

30 MAY

31 MAY

Reconciliation Week
(May 27 – June 3)

Playgroup 9:30
SAKG Cooking 2/3

6 JUN

7 JUN

18 MAY

QUEEN'S
BIRTHDAY

20 JUN

14 JUN

13 MAY

DRUMBEAT

Assembly
CAST

Gr 3-6 CAMP Melbourne Gr 3-6 CAMP Melbourne

19 MAY

DRUMBEAT

Incursion P-2 Dinosaurs,
Traces of the Past

School Council

1 JUN
SSV Winter Sports

8 JUN

Wathaurong Winter
Sports

26 MAY

27 MAY

DRUMBEAT

Assembly
CAST

2 JUN
DRUMBEAT

3 JUN
REPORT WRITING
DAY - NO STUDENTS

9 JUN

10 JUN

DRUMBEAT

Assembly
CAST

15 JUN

16 JUN

17 JUN

DRUMBEAT

Newsletter
CAST

School Council

21 JUN

Newsletter
CAST

Wathaurong Winter
Sports

Playgroup 9:30

Playgroup 9:30
SAKG Garden Day

20 MAY

Excursion: The Selfish
Giant @ Melb Arts Centre

Playgroup 9:30
SAKG Cooking Prep

13 JUN

12 MAY

22 JUN

Excursion to Eureka
Centre - 1/2 and 2/3

23 JUN

24 JUN

DRUMBEAT

Assembly
CAST

Gr. 5 - Sovereign Hill

Gr.5 - Sovereign Hill

