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PRINCIPAL UPDATE

Magpie Primary School acknowledges the
Traditional Custodians of the lands on
which we live, work, learn and play.

Key Dates
May 20th
Wathaurong Winter Sports 3-6

Hello parents and carers,
What a busy couple of weeks we have had already this term!
Our Doxa Camp with Grades 3-6 was a huge success and I know that
the students had an amazing time. There was plenty of evidence of all
the fun activities too! Amazing opportunities such as this are made
possible by the wonderful staff that we have, who choose to volunteer
their time for our students, despite having their own personal
commitments. So I'm sure you will all join with me in thanking Mr. B,
Mrs. Ellis, Ms. Brooke, Miss Rach and Miss Mia!
The majority of our communication with families is sent home through
Compass, so I would just like to remind everyone to ensure you are
keeping up to date with all the latest information by checking Compass
regularly. If you have any issues accessing your account, please contact
us in the office.
Please note the extra student free day on June 10th for our staff
development day.
I am looking forward to our sausage sizzle and cake stall tomorrow. I
would like to thank the families and businesses who have helped
support this and am keeping my fingers crossed that we have the nicer
weather as predicted and get plenty of voters in to support us.

May 21st
Election Day - Sausage Sizzle
and Cake Stall
May 23rd
AFL After School Program
May 27th
Whole School Excursion: The
Selfish Giant at the Arts
Centre Melbourne. Please be
at school by 8.45 for a 9am
departure!
June 3rd
CURRICULUM DAY
Report writing day
June 10th
CURRICULUM DAY
Professional learning day for
staff

I would like to finish off with a reminder to all our families about our
school values. Please take the time to read and share the information
contained in the newsletter with your child/ren, especially around
maintaining our values.

June 13th
Public Holiday

As always, if you have any questions – please contact me via the office.
Enjoy the weekend,

June 17th
Grade 1-2 and 2-3 excursion
to the Eureka Centre

mrs carly middleton

SCHOOL CALENDAR
TERM 2
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

25 APR

26 APR

27 APR

28 APR

ANZAC DAY

STUDENTS
RETURN TO
SCHOOL

2 MAY

3 MAY

Friday
29 APR
Assembly

4 MAY

AFL After School

5 MAY

6 MAY

DRUMBEAT

Newsletter
CAST

Wathaurong Winter
Sports

9 MAY

10 MAY

Wathaurong Athletics
AFL After School

NAPLAN

11 MAY
Gr 3-6 CAMP Melbourne

16 MAY

NAPLAN

17 MAY

18 MAY

Playgroup 9:30
SAKG Cooking 5/6
NAPLAN

NAPLAN

23 MAY

24 MAY

25 MAY

AFL After School

Playgroup 9:30
SAKG Cooking 3/4

AFL After School

30 MAY

31 MAY

Reconciliation Week
(May 27 – June 3)

Playgroup 9:30
SAKG Cooking 2/3

6 JUN

7 JUN

12 MAY

13 MAY

DRUMBEAT

Assembly
CAST

Gr 3-6 CAMP Melbourne Gr 3-6 CAMP Melbourne

19 MAY

DRUMBEAT

Incursion P-2 Dinosaurs,
Traces of the Past

School Council

QUEEN'S
BIRTHDAY

20 JUN

1 JUN
SSV Winter Sports

8 JUN

27 MAY

DRUMBEAT

Assembly
CAST

2 JUN
DRUMBEAT

9 JUN
DRUMBEAT

15 JUN

Playgroup 9:30

21 JUN

22 JUN

3 JUN
REPORT WRITING
DAY - NO STUDENTS

10 JUN
PROFESSIONAL
LEARNING DAY - NO
STUDENTS

16 JUN

17 JUN

DRUMBEAT

Newsletter
CAST

School Council

SAKG Cooking Prep

Playgroup 9:30

Wathaurong Winter
Sports

26 MAY

SAKG Cooking 1/2

14 JUN

Newsletter
CAST

Excursion: The Selfish
Giant @ Melb Arts Centre

Playgroup 9:30

13 JUN

20 MAY

Excursion to Eureka
Centre - 1/2 and 2/3

23 JUN

24 JUN

DRUMBEAT

Assembly
CAST

Gr. 5 - Sovereign Hill

Gr.5 - Sovereign Hill

road safety
Safety in the Carpark
I would like to once more remind our families that the biggest priority is student safety.
Please respect the road rules and be careful when driving around our school.
All roads surrounding our school are limited to 40 kph. Local police units and
Highway Patrol have been contacted and will be monitoring the traffic around our
school.
Remember our children learn by what we model. Please ensure everyone is
continuing to cross only at the crossing – for safety, do not allow children to cross
at the street entrance to the car park or from between cars.
When parking around our school, please follow all rules, including the angled
parking on the street.
Angle parking
If a parking sign shows that you need to park on an angle, you must park your car on
the angle shown on the sign or in the marked spaces.
If there isn't an angle shown on the sign, and no marked spaces, you must park at a 45
degree angle.
If you park at an angle other than 90° (e.g. 45°), you must position your car with its
rear nearest to the centre of the road (unless a sign says otherwise).
For more information, please go to: https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-roadrules/road-rules/a-to-z-of-road-rules/parking

election day

Thank you to all families who have donated cake stall items for our
Election Day fundraiser!
You can also help the school out by sharing information about the
fundraiser on social media and letting your friends and family know
that Magpie Primary is a polling station. We're hoping that lots of
people come to vote at our school!
On Election Day the staff car park behind the school will be locked.
Please use the main car park or park on the street.

KEY FOCUS: respect
I am leaving this same focus in for this week, as our students are continuing to work on
this area in the classrooms and in the yard. Respect is extremely important in all areas
of our lives.
'Respect' means treating everyone and everything with care. The golden rule is to
treat others the way you would like to be treated. Students should show respect for
everyone, including classmates, parents and teachers. This can be shown in many
ways – how they speak to others, how they behave towards others and how they look
after their own belongings and the personal belongings of others. Students also need
to know how to respect themselves.
When we respect others we show them that we care about them. We can do this by
treating everyone with kindness. If students respect others, their parents, teachers and
friends will respect them. This helps to make our school a happy place to be.
Talk to your child about the following ideas:
No-one is the same, but we accept everyone for who they are.
Everyone is special and should be treated with respect.
Think about all the ways that families and classmates are different.
We don't have to be best friends with everyone, but we must always be respectful.
Being different makes school interesting.
The best way to help children develop good manners is through teaching and
modelling. Explain to children what they should say and do in social situations and
model the behaviours you want children to learn.
Children need to see adults use common courtesy when they interact with each other,
and with them, to develop their own awareness around how to respect and be
respected.

Prep
The prep room has been a busy place this fortnight. Students have been working hard on
writing sentences. We have been focusing on the letter k and c and trying to remember
finger spaces between our words. The letter K gave us a good opportunity to write about
Kit Kats!
We also had a lovely ‘Camp Day’ last Friday with the Grade 1/2s. The students made
damper and cooked marshmallows around a campfire. Thanks to Mr Minns for working
hard to keep the campfire going in the rain!
Finally, the students celebrated the wedding of our class rabbit ‘Flopsy’ to ‘The Easter
Bunny‘. They set up an impromptu wedding ceremony during their creative play time and
prepared a feast for the guests.
Ms C, Mrs Eustice and Karen

One/Two
In the Grade 1/2 classroom this term we have been learning about living and nonliving
things. Last week we read Gail Gibbons books all week. We learnt about penguins, bees
and pandas. This week we have been reading nonfiction question and answer books. We
have been writing questions and answers too. Our peas grew and some have gone home
with the kids to plant in gardens the others will be planted at school for the kitchen garden.
In maths we have been learning about chance and how likely things are to happen. We
have been playing a game each day and recording the data of who won to find out how
chance works and what is more likely to happen. The game is called Lonely Pig.
We also had a dinosaur day for our visit from Museums Victorian. We had a look at some
triceratops fossil casts and tried to figure out what part of its body they came from. We
also had a 'camp' day with some outdoor activities with activities organised by Ms.
Hannah. Miss C. made damper which was cooked on our fire while we roasted
marshmallows. It was great to see how responsible all the children were around our
campfire.
Ms M and Ms Jess

Two/Three
In the 2/3 class we have been continuing our biology unit. We have learned about the
migration of animals, and how we classify things as living and non-living. The Grade 3
students appeared to have a wonderful, exhausting time at camp! While they were at camp,
we had a Friday Camp Day, and the students made damper with Ms C, had a campfire with
Ms M and played parachute team-building games with me. Then they ate their damper in
the afternoon with butter and honey - yum!
We have been using Yarning Circles at the start of some lessons to share our knowledge.
Students sit in a circle, and each student has a turn at writing or drawing something they
know about the topic. There is minimal talking - this is a moment of quiet reflection and
focus, where the students observe their peers' contributions and reflect on their own. This
then generates rich conversation about the topic.

Next week we have our excursion to Melbourne to see the performance of The Selfish
Giant. We will do a deep dive into the text next week, becoming familiar with the story and
perhaps doing our own performance of the story! We have been using Google Earth to see
where in Melbourne we are going, and follow the path we will walk once there. We have
been talking about how to be a good theatre audience member, and looking at what's
involved in staging a production like The Selfish Giant. The students have also really
enjoyed seeing images and videos of Ron Mueck's 'Mass' installation, so we are hoping
we get to see it at the NGV next week!
Ms Hannah and Ms Mia

THREE/Four
In Grade 3/4 students have been typing recounts to recall their camp experiences and it has
been great to see they are so inspired.
In Maths we have been learning about applying multiplication to challenging questions. We
celebrate reaching the answer in different ways as we all think uniquely. Often there is also
more than one correct answer.
During our Inquiry time we are starting to learn about rules and laws. The children have been
thinking about the similarities and differences between rules and laws. We understand that
rules are in place to keep us safe in our communities. We made venn diagrams to explore
our thinking.
Ms Doherty, Mrs Donald and Mrs Stef

FIVE/Six
In 5/6 we had another busy week! This past week we have had an incredible experience
on camp in Melbourne enjoying all the sights and scenes that they city has to offer. From
the sporting history of the MCG to the incredible technological advancements displayed
at the Australian Centre of Moving Image we had a fantastic few days of amazement and
wonder!
In class our Grade 5’s have demonstrated their tremendous courage and perseverance
completing NAPLAN with great enthusiasm. There was much support and
encouragement from our Grade 6’s who remembered and drew upon their own
experiences, keen to offer words of wisdom and praise.
On Tuesday we enjoyed our Kitchen and Garden session for the term thanks to the
fantastic Ms. Eustice and Ms. Stef! It was so nice planting our own garden bed and doing
hands-on learning outdoors with Dale and Mr Pudney before enjoying time cooking up a
storm in the kitchen. It was made even better by inviting Mrs. Middleton to our lunch as it
was her birthday! What a wonderful fortnight it's been.
Ms Brooke and Mrs Rach

CAMP
Please enjoy these photos from the Grades 3-6 school camp!

CAMP
Please enjoy these photos from the Grades 3-6 school camp!

2022 Birthdays
Happy Birthday to all our students who are celebrating
their birthdays!
We hope you have a very special day.

21st Mason
24th HUnter & Mackenzie
27th Sophie
30th Tyson
31st Blair

Playgroup
Come along to our playgroup!

When: every tuesday 9:30
Where: Magpie Community Shed
Who: all welcome with children under 5
The City of Ballarat will be running a free Supported Playgroup program at Magpie Primary School
(in the former Art shed)
Smalltalk Supported Playgroups are run by a professional facilitator who implements a fun and
engaging weekly playgroup session during school term.
This program is also a great way to link with other activities and services such as libraries, Maternal
and Child Health, community playgroups and/or kindergartens.
We’d love to hear from local families with children aged 0-5 looking to make new friends, craft and
play in a relaxed and safe environment.
Please feel free to contact the supported playgroup team on 5320 5720
Ashlea Pearson - Supported Playgroup Facilitator
M: 0408 955 126 - www.ballarat.vic.gov.au

cookie dough update
🚦 Ready, Set, Go! 🚦
Our Billy G's Cookie Dough fundraiser has started!
Well done on selling 148 tubs so far!
can we reach 500 with 21 days to go???

If you haven't logged in yet, make sure you go to
cookiedough.com.au and click "Student/Parent
Log In" in the Billy G's box!
How many incentive prizes have
you achieved? Billy G's Cookie
Dough prizes are cumulative,
meaning you can win a total of
15 prizes if you sell enough
tubs. Everyone who sells at
least one tub wins their first
incentive prize! 🏆

