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PRINCIPAL UPDATE
Hello parents and carers,
This term is flying by with so many amazing things happening - we are all keeping
very busy at school!
Thank you to all the volunteers who assisted with our sausage sizzle and cake stall
on the election weekend. This was a successful day and we are grateful to all who
helped make it such a success.
We have also decided to hold a mini sausage sizzle just for the students on
Monday 6th June. If your child/ren would like a sausage (or two!) - they can bring
along $2 per sausage and they will receive this at lunch time.
Crazy hair day on Thursday was a great day, with lots of fun and creative styles. It
was wonderful to see the students have some fun with this. The money we raised
will be going towards the Breast Cancer Foundation. Keep your eyes open in the
near future - as we also have a staff member turning pink for the same cause!
I have noticed that as the cooler weather creeps in, some students are using this
as an opportunity to wear casual jumpers, Oodies etc. While we certainly want our
students to stay warm with coats and beanies, we also require full school uniform.
Please see the note in the newsletter for information on accepted uniform items
and our second hand uniform shop.
My last reminder is about the wonderful opportunity that our Breakfast Club offers
students. We are lucky enough to have fabulous staff who volunteer their time to
run this every morning from 8:15am, however student behaviour must remain at
our high standards when attending. If students are at school prior to 8:45am, they
are expected to enter the multi for Breakfast Club. It is also expected that they are
sitting quietly at the tables to eat and using their manners when receiving breakfast
from the staff. If this respect is not being shown, parents will be contacted and
asked not to bring the student to school until 8:45am. I'm sure you can join with me
in thanking our staff who volunteer their time and understand that student
behaviour needs to be of a high standard at all times.
I hope that everyone has a wonderful weekend - keep warm and healthy in this
weather! See you all next week. As always - you can contact me via the office if
needed.

mrs carly middleton

Magpie Primary School acknowledges the
Traditional Custodians of the lands on
which we live, work, learn and play.

Key Dates
June 3rd
CURRICULUM DAY
Report writing day
June 10th
CURRICULUM DAY
Professional learning day for
staff
June 13th
Public Holiday
June 17th
Grade 1-2 and 2-3 excursion
to the Eureka Centre
June 23rd - 24th
Grade 5 students to Sovereign
Hill
June 24th
Last day of Term. Early
dismissal of 2:30pm
July 11th
First Day of Term 3

SCHOOL CALENDAR
TERM 2
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

25 APR

26 APR

27 APR

28 APR

ANZAC DAY

STUDENTS
RETURN TO
SCHOOL

2 MAY

3 MAY

Friday
29 APR
Assembly

4 MAY

AFL After School

5 MAY

6 MAY

DRUMBEAT

Newsletter
CAST

Wathaurong Winter
Sports

9 MAY

10 MAY

Wathaurong Athletics
AFL After School

NAPLAN

11 MAY
Gr 3-6 CAMP Melbourne

16 MAY

NAPLAN

17 MAY

18 MAY

Playgroup 9:30
SAKG Cooking 5/6
NAPLAN

NAPLAN

23 MAY

24 MAY

25 MAY

AFL After School

Playgroup 9:30
SAKG Cooking 3/4

AFL After School

30 MAY

31 MAY

Reconciliation Week
(May 27 – June 3)

Playgroup 9:30
SAKG Cooking 2/3

6 JUN

7 JUN
SAKG Cooking 1/2

13 JUN

14 JUN
SAKG Cooking Prep

20 JUN

21 JUN
Playgroup 9:30

DRUMBEAT

Assembly
CAST

Gr 3-6 CAMP Melbourne Gr 3-6 CAMP Melbourne

19 MAY

DRUMBEAT

Incursion P-2 Dinosaurs,
Traces of the Past

20 MAY

Newsletter
CAST

Wathaurong Winter
Sports

26 MAY

27 MAY

DRUMBEAT

Assembly
CAST

Excursion: The Selfish
Giant @ Melb Arts Centre

1 JUN
SSV Winter Sports

8 JUN

2 JUN
DRUMBEAT

9 JUN
DRUMBEAT

15 JUN

Playgroup 9:30

QUEEN'S
BIRTHDAY

13 MAY

School Council

Playgroup 9:30

Kids sausage sizzle at
school

12 MAY

REPORT WRITING
DAY - NO STUDENTS

10 JUN
PROFESSIONAL
LEARNING DAY - NO
STUDENTS

16 JUN

17 JUN

DRUMBEAT

Newsletter
CAST

School Council

22 JUN

3 JUN

Excursion to Eureka
Centre - 1/2 and 2/3

23 JUN

24 JUN

DRUMBEAT

Assembly
CAST

Gr. 5 - Sovereign Hill

Gr.5 - Sovereign Hill

Key Focus: Persistence
Persistence means trying hard to do your best and not giving up when
something feels like it’s too difficult or boring.
Some examples of how students can use the Persistence key include:
Trying your best even when your work is challenging
Not getting distracted when doing work
Checking written work for errors in punctuation
Not giving up when doing a complicated task
Being patient when learning new skills
Students use the following Habits of the Mind:
I Can Do It
Giving Effort
Working Tough
How you can encourage persistence with your child:
1. Nurture a hobby
2. Give them opportunities to succeed
3. Give your child responsibility
4. Resist automatically 'rescuing' your child from a difficult situation (encourage
finding a solution)
5. Remind them of their successes

school uniform
During the winter months we encourage the students to wear their winter
uniforms and to ‘rug up’ against the cold. Whenever possible we try to allow
the children the opportunity to play outside at the designated break times
even when the air is brisk and the ground a little wet. Even if the children can
get outside for a brief run around then it helps to break up the day for them.
Children may wear a coat, beanie, scarf and gloves to school and during
breaks.
Please refrain from sending students in casual jumpers and caps. We have
many jumpers in lost property and our Secondhand Uniform Shop and Pantry
is open on Tuesdays from 2:30- 3:15.

Student outer wear:
Polar fleece jacket with logo
Polar fleece vest with logo
Soft shell jacket with logo
Student shirt/dress:
Navy/teal t-shirt with logo
Girls summer dress
Girls winter tunic
Student bottoms:
Plain navy pants/shorts/skirt
(at least mid thigh length)
Student footwear:
Plain black shoes with a flat sole
Plain black runners
Navy tights under dress/skirt
White, grey, black or navy socks
(students may wear sports shoes on the days
they have PE)

head lice
Please note that we have had multiple cases of head lice in recent weeks.
Students with head lice must be treated properly before they can return to
school. Washing with water or shampoo does not treat head lice.

cookie dough update
Time is slipping away! 🕞
We only have 7 days left to sell as many tubs of Billy G's
Gourmet Cookie Dough as we can! 🙏
It's not too late to create your online profile page and raise
some dough for magpie primary school. Last Day to order is
Thursday June 9th. Delivery is June 23rd.
There are 15 incentive prizes up for grabs, as well as an
'You're an Awesome Cookie' Bag Tag, a $3,000 Razor Prize
Pack, and a $10,000 JB HI FI Shopping Spree!
🎉 Share your profile today!

How many incentive
prizes have you
achieved? Billy G's
Cookie Dough prizes
are cumulative,
meaning you can win a
total of 15 prizes if you
sell enough tubs.
Everyone who sells at
least one tub wins their
first incentive prize! 🏆

Playgroup
Come along to our playgroup!

When: every tuesday 9:30
Where: Magpie Community Shed
Who: all welcome with children under 5
The City of Ballarat will be running a free Supported Playgroup program at Magpie
Primary School (in the former Art shed)
Smalltalk Supported Playgroups are run by a professional facilitator who
implements a fun and engaging weekly playgroup session during school term.
This program is also a great way to link with other activities and services such as
libraries, Maternal and Child Health, community playgroups and/or kindergartens.
We’d love to hear from local families with children aged 0-5 looking to make new
friends, craft and play in a relaxed and safe environment.
Please feel free to contact the supported playgroup team on 5320 5720
Ashlea Pearson - Supported Playgroup Facilitator
M: 0408 955 126 - www.ballarat.vic.gov.au

road safety
Safety in the Carpark
I would like to once more remind our families that the biggest priority is student safety.
Please respect the road rules and be careful when driving around our school.
All roads surrounding our school are limited to 40 kph. Local police units and
Highway Patrol have been contacted and will be monitoring the traffic around our
school.
Remember our children learn by what we model. Please ensure everyone is
continuing to cross only at the crossing – for safety, do not allow children to cross
at the street entrance to the car park or from between cars.
When parking around our school, please follow all rules, including the angled
parking on the street.
Angle parking
If a parking sign shows that you need to park on an angle, you must park your car on
the angle shown on the sign or in the marked spaces.
If there isn't an angle shown on the sign, and no marked spaces, you must park at a 45
degree angle.
If you park at an angle other than 90° (e.g. 45°), you must position your car with its
rear nearest to the centre of the road (unless a sign says otherwise).
For more information, please go to: https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-roadrules/road-rules/a-to-z-of-road-rules/parking

Prep
Life is getting very busy for the prep class. In Numeracy we have been learning about
vehicles and their purpose. The students listened to the story Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive
the Bus and created some lovely artwork. We have also been practising our skip counting
by 2s and 10s and we made some mini-students and counted their eyes and fingers.
In Literacy we have been reading and writing books about dogs. Next week we are reading
books about our family and community.
We also had a lovely day in Melbourne last Friday. The students behaved beautifully on
the excursion and they were fascinated by their very first trip to the opera.

Ms C, Mrs Eustice and Karen

One/Two
IIn grade 1/2 we have been finishing up our learning about living things with the students
writing reports about their chosen animal. They have been using the Google Drive to
create, store and share their writing. We are now starting to read fiction texts about the
‘Passage of Time’. We are learning about how an author might show the past in their
books and then the present.
In maths we have been learning about addition subtraction. We have been playing games
such as guess my number so the students have to think about what questions they can
ask to reduce the possibilities. They have also been busy working out the cost and
quantity of our ‘Crazy Pizza Party”.
Last week we had a wonderful time in Melbourne thanks to Ms. Hannah’s hard work. We
saw some ancient artworks, a big shiny Jeff Koons sculpture and a giant rainbow glass
ceiling. We then enjoyed a performance of ‘The Selfish Giant’. It was an amazing day!
Ms M and Ms Jess

Two/Three
What a busy two weeks we have had! Last Friday we had a very successful excursion to
Melbourne where we spent time exploring the NGV, and then saw the performance of The
Selfish Giant at the Arts Centre. We have more excursions to Melbourne planned for later
this year, which is very exciting. This week for Reconciliation Week have been reading
books written by First Nations authors, and we have been exploring what we can do to 'Be
Brave, Make Change' and work towards Reconciliation. We had our class's Kitchen Garden
day and the students learned how to make seedling pots out of newspaper, and then made
carrot dip and flatbread, chicken skewers and rice, and poached pears and custard. We are
heading into the last part of Term 2, and I'm busy writing reports and reflecting on the
learning the students have done over the last two terms. In the final week of term we will be
inviting our adults to school for a special afternoon! Ms Hannah and Ms Mia

Two/Three

THREE/Four
The 3/4s have been very busy with assessments this week and have been working very
hard to demonstrate their learning.
In Literacy students wrote a narrative about a picture prompt and there were certainly some
amazing stories told! Students have been working on making text connections to develop
their reading comprehension, and have shown some very insightful thinking and connections
to texts including our class novel Finding Gobi by Dion Leonard.
In Numeracy we have been working on challenging tasks to extend our mathematical
thinking. Students have been presented with problems that have more than one correct
answer or that can be answered in more than one way.
Last week’s excursion to Melbourne was a great success. The 3/4s enjoyed their experience
of the National Gallery of Victoria, a side trip through the Shrine of Remembrance, and of
course the main event - the opera, The Selfish Giant. The students were well behaved and
polite - a true credit to our wonderful school.
Ms Doherty, Mrs Donald and Mrs Stef

FIVE/Six
This fortnight in 5/6 we have been focusing on our Character Strength of Kindness and the impact
we can have on ourselves and others by displaying this. As part of our focus, we have revisited
the text “Have You Filled a Bucket Today” which many of the students were familiar with.
Students brainstormed what it means to be a ‘Bucket Filler’ and the understanding that you can’t
fill your own bucket by taking from someone else’s! This proved to be a wonderful way for
students to reflect on what fills their own bucket and how they can go about helping others to do
the same.
In Reading we have been making text-to-self, text-to-text and text-to-world connections using our
daily IRA ‘The Day War Came’ as our focus text. Students were able to extend their connections
beyond surface level, drawing links to feelings and emotions experienced by those within the
story.
Last Friday we had our excursion back into the city to visit the National Gallery of Victoria (NGV)
to see the live opera performance of The Selfish Giant. This was another fantastic experience for
our students that they thoroughly enjoyed. We’d like to thank Ms. Hannah for all her incredible
planning and organisation to ensure the day was a fabulous success for all! Our 5/6 students
enjoyed a short detour to see The Shrine of Remembrance along our journey to the gallery and it
was wonderful to see the sheer wonder and amazement upon their faces as they took in the
iconic Melbourne monument and its significance. Well done 5/6 on another excellent fortnight!
Ms Brooke and Mrs Rach

2022 Birthdays
Happy Birthday to our wonderful staff who are celebrating
their birthdays over the next two weeks!
We hope you have a very special day.

7th Mrs Donald
7th Ms Brooke
14th Miss Mia

